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                                                Report on GA 224 from Rev. Catherine Neelly Burton 
Part One: 

Last fall the presbytery of Southern Kansas elected me to serve as a commissioner to the 224th PCUSA General 
Assembly.  The Assembly starts on Friday, June 19.  It was to be held in Baltimore, MD, but is now online with a much-
reduced docket.  Most items we were to study and vote on have been postponed to the 225th Assembly in 2022. 
You may follow the assembly. There is a place to watch the livestream of the Assembly on the website, and there is plenty to 
read. 
The action on Friday begins at 6:00 pm Central time and includes the election of co-moderators.  There are three sets of 
candidates.  I went to seminary with one woman who is running.  She is capable and likable, but I’ll listen to them all before 
making a decision. 

After Friday night we have a break and reconvene at 10 am on Friday, June 26, and again on Saturday, June 27.  I’ve been to 
several online training sessions to prepare, and I understand that some of the items moved to 2022 may get pulled back into 
this assembly, so these could be short days or very long. 

While I am interested in the business of the church, I primarily volunteered to serve as the commissioner because I enjoy the 
energy and excitement of learning from people in person.  I love the conversations that happen at events like this where I’m 
able to hear about the ways God is working in so many places.  This is what I’ll miss about this virtual assembly.  I am hopeful 
that the technology works, and that we are able to be a positive witness to Jesus Christ through the PCUSA. 

I ask for your prayers as I begin this endeavor. 

Part Two: 

Last Friday evening I logged into Zoom as one of over 450 commissioners to the 224th PCUSA General Assembly.  We were 
joined by over 100 advisory delegates (young adults, theological students, and missionaries) and over 100 corresponding 
members (former moderators, assembly committee members, and more).  There were more than 700 of us in the meeting. 
The first forty-five minutes were surprisingly moving and holy. The pre-taped worship was inspiring, and I felt the Spirit move 
as I stood in my home and answered the commissioning questions.  While my answers bounced around empty walls, I knew 
that I was not alone in this process. 

Then we began to set the agenda, and things were not so smooth and lovely.  General Assembly normally begins on a 
Saturday night and goes through the following Friday night.  The first part of the week is filled with committee work, and then 
the entire assembly takes up the work of the committees. 

Those tasked with figuring out how to adapt to an online assembly made the choice to do three days of virtual assembly and 
not address much of the slated business.  With this they set a proposed agenda that includes essential business and moves 
most of the other business (still important) to the 2022 assembly. 

However, the 2020 assembly had to approve this agenda.  In a training session, I had learned of some issues that might be 
pulled by commissioners for consideration this year, but before we could get to that, San Francisco Theological Seminary 
(SFTS) rose up for recognition. 

Recently SFTS joined with the University of the Redlands Graduate School of Theology, and there is a lot of controversy about 
how it was handled by them and the PCUSA.  (I’m still learning.)  Because of the way our polity works, a commissioner was 
able to redirect the assembly’s energy (and an hour of time) around whether or not to seat the PCUSA dean of the 
Redlands.  Given all that is happening in the world, this felt a little irrelevant to me. 

When we finally got to the approval of the docket, commissioners virtually lined up to pull various things from 2022 and put 
them back on our schedule.  The body voted not to do this, and by then it was 10 pm, and we still hadn’t elected our new co-
moderators.  It was moved to reconvene Saturday evening, which was not originally scheduled. 

Saturday night we came back together, and before we could get started, someone moved to again re-open the docket.  We 
vote on that this coming Friday.  The co-moderator election lasted about two hours with statements from the candidates and 
pre-recorded questions for them to answer.  We elected co-moderators on the first ballot, Elona Street-Stewart and Gregory 
Bentley.  They both seem faithful and capable, and they have their work cut out for them in preparing to moderate the rest of 
the meeting. 



I log back into Zoom on Friday at 10 am and Saturday at 10 am.  I have no idea what to expect, other than that we’ll go for a 
long time.  I pray that even through Zoom God can use us, and that our church can witness to Jesus Christ in this world.  Pray 
for our new co-moderators and for all of us involved. 

Part Three: 

The second weekend of service began Friday morning, June 26, and went through Saturday evening.  (Don’t worry, we got a 
break to sleep.)  The outgoing co-moderators, Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri and Pastor Cindy Kolhmann, led worship Friday 
morning and did a wonderful job.  I’m grateful for the ways they led the church over the last two years.  When the new co-
moderators, Elder Elona Street-Stewart and Pastor Gregory J. Bentley, took over the gavel I was impressed with their agility in 
leading and monitoring the many digital screens before them. 

It was remarkable what was pulled off with technology.  The staff in Louisville was incredibly prepared, and there was only one 
minor Zoom glitch the entire time.  Still, being in a Zoom meeting with 700 plus people, most of whom were delegates was not 
my favorite way to serve the church. The platform made what was already a tedious process more so because we couldn’t do 
voice votes.  This meant that the simplest things (like calling the question) had to go through a 5-10 minute vote instead of a 
voice vote. 

On Saturday morning, we re-elected our national Stated Clerk. The Rev J Herbert Nelson has served in the office for four 
years and will continue for four more.  I’ve worked with J Herbert and his wife Gail and admire and appreciate them 
both.  While J Herbert was the only candidate for the position, I’m excited about his leadership and am glad I got to vote for 
him. 

Over the weekend we covered a lot of required assembly business, things like approving people to boards with ease, but 
everything else took a long time.  There was a sense that all needed to buy into the process, and not everyone did.  When I 
say “buy in’ I mean that everyone had to agree that we couldn’t do much of the business and move on. Those who didn’t buy 
in were determined to get their specific items to the floor, and this took a tremendous amount of time and caused great 
frustration. 

As I watched the social media commentary of the meeting there were many critiques of what we, the assembly did or failed to 
do.  If you’re interested in my thoughts on specific issues, I’m glad to visit in person. 

Despite a less than thrilling experience as a Zoom commissioner, I believe there are many good things about the 
PCUSA.  There is no perfect denomination, or individual church, but I am grateful for the ways we, together, strive to be who 
Christ calls us to be. 

 

 

 

 


